
NANAIMO — “Our rights go with us, whether we’re on-reserve, off-reserve, non-status, status or Metis.”

Scott Clark, president of the North West Indigenous Council, highlighted that message to a packed room in Nanaimo on Thursday, Jan. 30.

Clark told NanaimoNewsNOW roughly 80 per cent of Indigenous people live off-reserve.

“The challenge we have is once we’re no longer on the reservation, neither the federal or provincial governments recognize their fiduciary
responsibility to that large group of folks. We’re the ones in the child welfare system, caught up in the gangs, the homeless populations…those
needs have not been addressed by either the federal or provincial government.”
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Scott Clark, president of the North West Indigenous Council, speaking to a crowded room on Thursday. (Spencer Sterritt/NanaimoNewsNOW)
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In his work with the North West Indigenous Council and an urban Indigenous community member himself, Clark said he’s seen those living away
from reserves be “bombarded by so many different systems by so many different levels of government.”

He spoke about uniting the many resources and systems available and making the system work for those in need.

“We say it takes a village to raise a child. Why aren’t we building those villages so we’re supporting Indigenous folks and others from womb to
tomb? We need to start making systems change that are actually going to work with children, youth and families so they have opportunities to
succeed.”

The workshop sparked many discussions about shared experiences living away from home and the history of the term “off-reserve,” which is tied
to the residential system which caused so much generational harm in Indigenous populations.

Clark said it will be challenging work going forward to have everyone’s voice be heard, but said the Council has made strides in tough
communities such as Vancouver’s downtown east side and he believed the good work could be done everywhere.

spencer@nanaimonewsnow.com

On Twitter: @spencer_sterrit

by Spencer Sterritt

Tweet

BOURNE AGAIN

Bourne gives Clippers last minute winner in 4-3 triumph over Bulldogs

RAIN STORM

UPDATE: Trans-Canada Hwy between Chemainus and Duncan re-opens after flooding

"A REAL OPPORTUNITY"

Advocates meet in Nanaimo to tackle lack of supports for urban Indigenous people

Like 141

What's Happening

BOURNE AGAIN

Bourne gives Clippers last minute winner in 4-3 triumph over Bulldogs1
RAIN STORM

UPDATE: Trans-Canada Hwy between Chemainus and Duncan re-opens after flooding2

 SECTIONS Advocates meet in Nanaimo to tackle lack of supports for urban Indigenous …

https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=169007&plid=1037630&setID=224136&channelID=853&CID=339052&banID=519785847&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1580623903419871&spr=1&hc=459c5bf5ff89216d984b8bf94573ad244cad7b1c&location=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fnanaimonewsnow.com%2F2020%2F01%2F31%2Fadvocates-meet-in-nanaimo-to-tackle-lack-of-supports-for-urban-indigenous-people%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Advocates%20meet%20in%20Nanaimo%20to%20tackle%20lack%20of%20supports%20for%20urban%20Indigenous%20people&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnanaimonewsnow.com%2F2020%2F01%2F31%2Fadvocates-meet-in-nanaimo-to-tackle-lack-of-supports-for-urban-indigenous-people%2F%23.XjZoIQvols0.twitter
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/2020/02/01/bourne-gives-clippers-last-minute-winner-in-4-3-triumph-over-bulldogs/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/2020/02/01/update-trans-canada-hwy-between-chemainus-and-duncan-re-opens-after-flooding/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/2020/01/31/advocates-meet-in-nanaimo-to-tackle-lack-of-supports-for-urban-indigenous-people/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/2020/02/01/bourne-gives-clippers-last-minute-winner-in-4-3-triumph-over-bulldogs/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/2020/02/01/update-trans-canada-hwy-between-chemainus-and-duncan-re-opens-after-flooding/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/
https://nanaimonewsnow.com/

